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	Level 2 NCEA English

Achievement Standard 90381 v.2
Level 2

3 Credits

Investigate a language or literature topic and present information in written form


Description

This achievement standard requires investigation of a language or literature topic by proposing research question(s), selecting relevant information from a range of referenced resources and presenting accurate information, drawing conclusions, in written form. 

Task:  

To investigate an area of literature related to Maya Angelou, Tupac Shakur and/or ‘The Outsiders’ by S.E. Hinton
Achievement Criteria

	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	· Propose research question(s) and select relevant information from a range of referenced resources.
	· Propose research question(s) and select relevant information from a range of referenced resources.
	· Propose research question(s) and select relevant information from a range of referenced resources.

	· Present accurate information and draw conclusions.
	· Present and interpret accurate information coherently, drawing conclusions.
	· Present and interpret accurate and detailed information coherently, making qualitative judgements about the information and drawing conclusions with close links to the question(s).

	· Structure and organise information and ideas in an appropriate written format.
	· Structure and organise information and ideas in an appropriate written format.
	· Structure and organise information and ideas in an appropriate and effective written format.


Possible Topics

· An investigation about the work of S.E. Hinton
· An investigation about the work of Maya Angelou

· An investigation about the work of Tupac Shakur (poetry focus)

· An investigation about texts about gangs

· An investigation about African American poetry

· An investigation about poetry and hip-hop

· An investigation about spoken word poetry and poetry jams

· An investigation about texts about racism

· An investigation about texts about overcoming adversity

· An investigation about any topics or themes that relate to the texts we have studied (discuss your ideas with Mrs Amos)

Task 1:
Planning your research 

a) Select a topic that is of interest to you and is clearly related to some aspect of the texts we have studied this year. Ensure that your teacher approves your topic before you begin work. The topic must have sufficient breadth and depth for you to draw conclusions related to your findings. 

You will be expected to 

· refer to a range of the resources listed in your bibliography

· develop a detailed response to at least three key questions related to your research objective

· write a report outlining your findings and the conclusions you have drawn
b) Formulate a research objective and clearly indicate the connection between your research topic and how it relates to Maya Angelou, Tupac Shakur and/or The Outsiders. 

c) Write at least three key questions to guide you in your investigation of your topic. 

Look at these examples to help you develop your questions. When you 4-5 possible questions; discuss ideas with Mrs Amos.

Writer / Director Study

· What are the key themes that ____________ deals with?

· What language techniques are used to convey these themes?

· Has _______________ changed or developed these themes over time?

· How has their background influenced their subject matter?

· What issues stand out in _______________ writing?

· How do the narrative techniques highlight these issues?

· Why does ________________________highlight these issues?

· What issues / ideas does __________________ deal with?

· How do these issues relate to ______________ life?

Topic/theme study
· What are the main language features of _____________?

· How effective are these techniques?

· What purpose do writers have in using this language? 

· What patterns can be observed in the language of ___________ over the last 100 years?

· What is the history of______________ literature / poetry / oratory over the last century?

· Who were the great writers of _________________ literature?

· What themes / issues dominate _______________ literature?

· Have the issues / themes changed over time?

d) Plan where you will look for your information. You should try to include primary and secondary sources, as well as a range of written, oral and visual texts. You may find that your most valuable information is derived from a restricted number of sources but it is important that your initial search is as wide ranging as possible.

Task 2: Selecting and recording information

a) Keep a research log. This will help you keep a record of the texts you have used and the relevant information you have selected. Simply create a post with title: Research Log. You can add to your research log as go by hitting edit.
b) For each text you will write a Source Sheet to record information which will help you to address your key questions. It should also include at least one specific detail from the text. These will be written as Source Sheet post. See below for templates.
Task 3: Drafting your report

e. Present your investigation in a written report. Read this report and note this structure:

· a title

· an introduction identifying texts chosen and key aspects of your investigation

· subheadings for each section

· accurate information supported by specific details

· judgements and conclusions on the information

f. Before you begin your report, read exemplars and discuss their strengths and weaknesses. You may not repeat this specific material in your own investigation although you can complete research on the themes shown here. You may also incorporate some of the texts referred to in the exemplars with texts you have chosen.

You will need to analyse your material, use your existing knowledge, make qualitative judgements about the material, and draw conclusions with close links to the questions.

Your report should be about 600 words.

Remember, the report should contain: a title, an introduction outlining your investigation, subheadings = your key questions for each section, followed by accurate and detailed information together with your own qualitative judgements and conclusions related to your key questions. Include a bibliography.

g. Write at least 600 words in your report. Include a bibliography. Use this checklist before handing in your investigation:

A bibliography is a list you make of the resources you used in your research.  It has a special setting out and is always found at the end of a project.

Setting out a Bibliography

a. For websites: Include author if available then copy and paste the url: e.g. http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/
b. For Books: Asimov, Isaac.  Space Dictionary Collins 1981.

Note: Alphabetical order of authors’ surnames, surname first, title underlined, publisher, year of publication.  Check punctuation carefully.

c. For Reference Books: World Book Encyclopedia,VOL. 2 1977 edition.

d. Magazine Article: Hunter, M. ‘Facts about the Moon.’ Time, September 1988, pp. 26 - 27.

e. Newspaper: ‘Amazon Rain Forest’ Bay of Plenty Times, 
29 March 1990, p. 3.

Copy and paste this into your Research Post on the Google Site and use it to structure you planning

(Once you have copy and pasted removed the red texts as they are instructions only)
Post Title: Research Plan
Mind Map 
Brainstorm possible topics and texts

Topic: 

My research topic is… describe your topic, the authors and/or texts you will focus on and explain how they are related to one another.

Key Questions: Look at the instructions for tips and come up with five possible questions related to your topic. These will then need to be approved by Mrs Amos.
1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Keywords: Come up with a list of words and phrases you might use to search for information
Possible Sources of Information: 

Come up with a list of possible sources of information. Be as specific as possible. Begin with the text itself (book or poem) and then think of other sources (paste in specific website URLs that look useful). Try and find a mix of written, visual (YouTube?) and oral (iTunes?). You don’t need to have a mixture, but it may make your study more interesting.
Written:
Visual:
Oral:
Do each Source Sheet as a separate post. 

Copy and paste the info below to help your structure your sources sheets.

(Once you have copy and pasted removed the red texts as they are instructions only)
Post Title: Source Sheet 

You will create a Source Sheet for ever text you use e.g. one for the book, one for Website A, one for Website B etc.

Details of source:

· Source/title: 

· Creator/author/URL:

· Publisher/Owner:

· Date of publication:

Summary:  Write down relevant information linked to your key questions.
KQ1: (write down your first key question)
Write/copy notes from the source that relate to/answer this question.
KQ2: (write down your second key question)
Write/copy notes from the source that relate to/answer this question.
KQ3: (write down your third key question)
Write/copy notes from the source that relate to/answer this question.
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CHECKLIST: Your completed research investigation should include:


topic and key questions


research log entries for each text


written report


bibliography
































































































