Proposal for Junior English 2010-2011

2010 sees the beginning of the implementation of the ‘new’ New Zealand Curriculum. Whilst on the surface it seems that there is little need to adapt our junior programme to meet the achievement objectives for the English Curriculum, there is a strong argument for reviewing how we design and deliver our junior programmes to meet the demands of the first part of the curriculum document. 

The main change, for English teachers, in the new curriculum is the increased focus on key competencies and effective pedagogies. In order for us to meet this shift I would like to propose we make a few changes to our programme. 

The objectives of this new programme design are:

· Bringing the freedom, fun and creativity back into English

· Shifting the focus from assessment to teaching and learning 

· Explicitly teaching to the key competencies (though not assessing them)
· Getting teachers to explore a wider range of effective pedagogy

· Preventing the junior programme from being a watered down NCEA programme

· Encouraging teachers to design their own course to meet the needs of their students and reflect their own strengths and passions
· Providing a programme that is closer to equal parts Communicating and Retrieving meaning (which reflects the new structure of English AOs).
Rather than creating a course that is structured around a series of text types and assessments, I would like to see us move towards a far more flexible course structure that would be underpinned by coverage of the key competencies. The junior programme would become a two year course. Over the two year period, it would be expected that students will have experienced a wide range of learning experiences that are based on each of the key competencies through an authentic ‘English’ context. 
Each term would have an overarching focus of one of the key competencies. Whilst these competencies are not designed to stand alone, it is useful to focus on each independently so as to consider the skills students need for achieving each. 

For example the overarching structure may look like this:

	
	Term One
	Term Two
	Term Three
	Term Four

	Year 9
	Introduction to Yr9
Using language symbols and texts


	Thinking
	Relating to Others
	Managing Self

	Year 10
	Introduction to Yr10
Using language symbols and texts


	Participating and Contributing
	Deeper Thinking
	Transition – getting ready for NCEA


Dealing with the Key Competencies in English

Whilst the key competencies will provide the overarching structure and focus, it is important that the key competencies are dealt with in an authentic English context. For example:

Using language, symbols and texts – This could involve the study of the evolution of English literature and language, looking at grammar, syntax and spelling. It could look at how language and texts are shaped for different purposes, looking at texts and doing writing for different registers. It could include the explicit teaching of Bloom’s Taxonomy or Solo Taxonomy.
Thinking – This could involve the study of themes, issues, ideas and philosophy through literature. It could include the explicit teaching of Debono’s Thinking Hats, the Thinker Keys, Hyerle Thinking Graphs, or Pam Hook’s Hooked on Thinking etc.

Managing Self – This could include any self-directed studies or activities, students selecting own texts for analysis, creating their own assessments and learning different ways to self-assess. It could include goal setting, time management and reflective learning journals.

Relating to Others – This could include any kind of group work such as plays, debates, collaborative writing, anthologies etc. It might also include the study of other cultures and countries through literature and relating it to their own experiences. 
Participating and Contributing – This could also include different kinds of group work and collaborative projects. It may include producing texts or presentations for others, such as plays and books for our childcare centre or local old people’s homes or hospitals, study guides and websites for their peers, magazines or newspapers for the school or community, contributing to external publications such as the College Herald etc.

Reflecting on your approach to teaching Junior English

Whilst it might be possible to address the Key Competencies without changing your present programme, this shift does present an exciting opportunity to consider how you could adapt and improve your programmes. Two of the most important objectives in this proposal are; bringing the freedom, fun and creativity back into English and preventing the junior programme from being a watered down NCEA programme. In order to achieve these objectives we need to take a long hard look at how we presently deliver Year 9 and 10 English. It is very easy, even with a thematic approach for us to deliver a text based, assessment focused programme. I would like to lay down a challenge that we look at how we might change that. I would like to see us moving back to a pre-NCEA approach that includes a greater number of creative projects and productions such as radio plays, class productions, inter-class debates and making films and websites. I would like teachers to feel that they have the freedom to design programmes that meet the needs of their students and reflect their own strengths and passions. I want our juniors to be having a whole lot of fun whilst they are learning.
The study of texts of all types and a focus on listening, reading and viewing and writing, presenting and speaking will always remain an implicit and important part of Junior English, however,  this is not a reason to focus primarily on close text studies and formal and creative writing. It is important that what we do deliver is thoughtfully developed and pedagogically sound. It is also important that students do have opportunities for formative assessment, feedback and feed forward throughout their junior programmes. For this reason it is important that some common assessment is maintained in the junior programme.

Assessment for measuring student progress
One of the central aims of this programme design is to shift our focus away from assessment and onto the actual teaching and learning experience. It is however necessary for us to have a few summative assessments as a means of measuring student’s progress and for reporting on achievement. 

There will be the following common assessments for this purpose:

Year 9
AsTTle Reading test (T1)
Year 9 common language test (T1)
Retrieving Meaning Assessment of your choice

Communicating Meaning Assessment of your choice

I-lit assessment (may be combined with other assessment)

AsTTle Reading test (T4)

Year 10

Year 10 common language test (T1)
Retrieving Meaning Assessment of your choice

Communicating Meaning Assessment of your choice
AS90058 Deliver an oral presentation in a formal situation (T4)

AsTTle Reading test (T4)
